
St. John 
  Lutheran Church 
16035 County Road U  
Napoleon, Ohio  43545 
 
May 4, 2020 
 
 
Dear Friends in Christ at St. John, 
 

I pray that this letter finds you well, and that you are holding up under the stresses of life during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Isolation, loneliness, and perhaps even economic hardship have become the new 
order of life for many of us, at least for now. We pray with the Psalmist, “Restore us, O LORD God 
of hosts! Let your face shine, that we may be delivered!” (Psa 80:19) 
 

If you’re like me, this entire experience has given new meaning to Psalm 122:1, “I was glad when 
they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD!’” Over and over I am hearing and reading how 
people need each other (as if we needed to rediscover this), and how wearisome it is to face this life 
in isolation. This is especially true in the church which the Holy Spirit has gathered to be a 
fellowship, that we may encourage one another in Christian faith and life. I, for one, will rejoice 
when the church doors open again, and the church bell rings out its call to worship, “Let us go to the 
house of the LORD!” I cannot wait to see everyone 
again face-to-face…even if it’s six feet apart.  
 

Recently I saw this little cartoon that to me is both 
humorous and a little concerning. I pray that none of us 
will grow to accept remote worship as a viable 
alternative to assembling ourselves in God’s house. God 
has made it clear in His Word that He desires His people 
to assemble for worship and Communion. I may write 
more about this later if it seems necessary. 
 

At the last meeting of the Church Council and Elders it 
was decided that we would target the first week of June to resume public worship services as follows: 

 Thursday, June 4th at 7:00 p.m. 
 Sunday, June 7th at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. 

By having three identical services each week, we hope to keep our numbers down at any one service, 
to better conform to government guidelines for group gatherings.  
 

We are planning junior Confirmation for the first Sunday back on June 7th, during the 10:00 service. 
Our next Communion service is planned for the following Thursday and Sunday (June 11 & 14) in 
all services. 
 

In addition to increasing the number of services, there will be many other safety protocols in place to 
prevent the spread of any illness among us. For a list of these protocols, please see the next page. 
 



NEW PROTOCOLS FOR WORSHIP 

 PERMISSION TO STAY AT HOME – Anyone who believes they are at increased risk 
for serious health complications if infected (especially the elderly) should not feel compelled 
to attend public services during this time. 

 OTHER WORSHIP OPTIONS – For the indefinite future we are planning to make it 
possible to listen to our worship services in one of two ways: 

1. Listen live on your car FM radio – We have ordered an FM transmitter that will 
allow us to broadcast each worship service to the parking lot. We will announce 
when this is up and running. You can drive through the carport to pick up a bulletin, 
then park in the parking spaces along Road U (this will permit us to find you easily 
for Communion in your car). 

2. Watch the video recordings on our YouTube channel – When public services 
resume, we will record the Thursday evening service and make it available by 9:00 
a.m. the next Sunday. 

 HAND SANITIZER – For everyone’s use, we will have bottles of hand sanitizer available 
in the narthex. 

 PROTECTIVE MASKS – We are making plans at this time to have protective face masks 
available for use by the congregation. Cloth masks are being sewn for us by a group of 
ladies we’re calling “the Maskateers.” These will be yours to keep, and they can be washed 
and reused. 

 NO PERSONAL CONTACT – As we gather for worship, we encourage everyone for the 
time being to maintain social distancing of 6 feet.  

 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR BIBLE CLASS – We are exploring ways to perhaps have 
Sunday School lessons and a Bible study online. Please stay tuned. 

 ARRIVAL AT WORSHIP – To avoid close contact with others, please take a seat in the 
sanctuary immediately when you arrive. There will be no greeters or ushers to greet you up 
close. Bulletins can be picked up at each sanctuary entrance. The pews will be marked with 
colored cards, every other pew, so that we can use different pews for each of the services. 

 DISMISSAL FROM WORSHIP – To help maintain social distancing, we will dismiss 
from worship one pew at a time and immediately make our way to the parking lot, where 
you may converse together at a safe distance. Do not return your used bulletin to the stack. 

 OFFERING RECEIVED AT SANCTUARY DOORS – To avoid passing the offering 
plates from person to person, the plates will be located at the sanctuary entrance doors where 
you may leave your offering. These will be gathered together during the service. 

 RITE OF FELLOWSHIP CARDS LEFT IN THE NARTHEX AFTER WORSHIP – 
Instead of handing these cards toward the aisle during worship, you can deposit them in 
boxes as you leave the sanctuary after worship. 

 REVISED COMMUNION PROCEDURE 
1. Instead of coming to the communion rail, we will come forward in the center aisle in 

a single line, appropriately spaced, left side first, then the right side. 
2. The pastor and assistant will have washed their hands immediately prior to the 

distribution, and will wear protective face masks. 
3. At the front of the line, the pastor will give you the Communion bread – please hold 

your hands out flat to receive it. 
4. Then you will turn to the left or right, depending on which side you are seated, and 

take an individual cup of the wine from the tray being held by the assistant.  
5. The empty cup may then be placed in the receptacle, and you can return to your pew 

along the side aisle. 
6. After everyone in the sanctuary has communed, the pastor and assistant will go to 

the parking lot to commune people in their cars listening on the radio. 



In addition to these protocols, here are some reminders of others things we are doing to 
sustain the ministry at St. John and to keep communications flowing as best we can under these 
circumstances. 

 

  CONGREGATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS 

 Church Website – sjl.org 
Watch here for regular updates, especially under the ‘Coronavirus Response” tab.  

 Facebook Page 
To find us on Facebook, use the link on sjl.org, or from your Facebook page, use the search 
function to search for “st john lutheran church napoleon ohio.” Click on the search result that has 
the circle icon with the picture of the front edifice of our church. 

 Weekly “News & Notes”  
Each week we are preparing an abbreviated version of the bulletin called “News & Notes.” 
 Printed Copies of “News & Notes” are available each Tuesday morning, 9 a.m. to noon, 

outside the church office (where you may also drop off your offerings) 
 The Website Edition of “News & Notes” can be found at sjl.org – scroll over the ‘Media’ tab, 

then ‘Bulletins,’ then click on ‘Current Bulletin.’ 

 The “Grapevine” 
Please keep in mind those who do not have internet access, and give them a phone call when you 
learn of news and updates related to things happening at church. How wonderful that we can put 
the “grapevine” to use for a holy purpose! 

 
 

  ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICES 
Service recordings will be available for viewing on our YouTube channel on Sunday mornings by 9:00 a.m. When 
we resume public services, we will be recording the Thursday evening services.   

 Printed Orders of Service 
To help you get the most out of each recording, a PDF file of the order of service is made available a day 
or two before each service. These files are optimized for viewing on your phone or tablet, and do not need 
to be printed. Just download the file and use it right on your device. To find the current order of service… 
 On our website, sjl.org, click ‘Bulletins & Orders of Service,’ then click ‘Order of Service.’  
 On our Facebook page, click the ‘PDF Service File’ link that is made available with each week’s 

service announcement. 

 Watch services on YouTube 
To find our YouTube channel… 

 On our website, sjl.org, click ‘Current Video & Archives.’ You will be routed to our YouTube 
channel. From there you can choose the current service, or one of the services from a few weeks back. 

 On our Facebook page, click the ‘Service Video.’ You will be routed directly to the current service 
recording.  

 DVD Recordings 
We are able to produce a limited number of DVD copies of our service. If you would like to 
watch on your DVD player, contact the church office to let us know you’d like a copy. 
These are made available Tuesday mornings outside the church office. 

 

 
  

CONGREGATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS 

ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICES 



  OFFERINGS 
Of course no ministry can operate or remain viable without the generous gifts of God’s people, even in a 
time such as this. There are three options for giving an offering: 

 Bring your offering to church 
You may drop off your offering at church each Tuesday morning, 9 a.m. to noon, outside the 
church office (where you may also pick up a copy of “News & Notes”). 

 Mail your offering to the church 
 St. John Lutheran Church  16035 County Road U  Napoleon, OH  43545 

 Use the ‘GIVE NOW’ online giving option 
If you are comfortable with online giving, that option is available. 
For all your questions about online giving, please refer to the 
“Online Giving Frequently Asked Questions” page on SJL.ORG. 
You’ll find the link directly beneath the blue “Give Online” button. 

 Navigate to our “Give Now” page by clicking the blue “Give 
Online” button on our website. 

 Decide whether or not to create at profile, using the ‘Sign In/Sign Up’ feature. A profile is not 
required, but if you do not create one, you will not have the option of giving recurring or 
scheduled gifts, and you may have to reenter your information each time. By creating a 
profile, your information is retained, and you can give recurring gifts as well. 

You will need the routing and account numbers for the savings or checking account from which 
you would like your offerings to be drawn. Your gift will be securely deposited into a church 
account, and an email sent to the Financial Trustees so that your offerings can be recorded. 

 

 
   

During this Covid-19 crisis, I have been asked about online/at home Communion and especially 
whether we could have “drive-thru Communion.” Without delving into the subject too deeply, I want you 
to know how I feel about this. As pastor, I am called to be a “steward of the mysteries of God,” (1 Cor 4:1) 
to guard the true preaching of the Word and the faithful administration of the Sacraments among us. I am 
not called to introduce novel teachings or practices that may bring about unforeseen changes in the way 
we perceive and receive the gifts of Christ.  

Specifically, I am reticent about introducing any Communion practice that lifts 
this Sacrament out of its intended Biblical context of the assembled congregation, the 
confession of sins, and the absolution. My sense is that when the Lord imposes a fast 
upon us, it is better to be still and wait for the Lord, than to try to circumvent the fast in 
some novel way. We need to remember that this is not the first time the church has dealt 
with not having access to Communion. For now, God’s Word is sufficient to sustain us, 
and we say with the prophet Jeremiah, “Your words were found, and I ate them, and your 
words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart.” (Jer 15:16) 

Let me know if you have more questions about this. If enough people seem 
interested, I may write more fully on the subject. 

 
I wish you all peace as we await the day when we can gather again in God’s house, and our 

parched lips can once again receive the life-giving body and blood of Christ! Stay healthy and safe, 
and God richly bless you! 

OFFERINGS 

WHAT ABOUT COMMUNION? 

Pastor Niermann 


